
 

 
 

City of Huntington Woods 
Senior Advisory Committee 
Thursday, August 20, 2020 

Minutes 
 

1. Call to order:  Remote meeting called to order at 3:33 p.m. 
 

Present:  Chris Smith,  Lenny Newman, Jim Speir, Kay Brady, Greg Gmerek, Recreation 
Director Mary Gustafson, Librarian Joanne Johnson, City Manager Amy Sullivan 
 
Absent:  Melissa Gadd 

 
2. Approval of agenda: Moved by Lenny to approve the agenda as presented.  Seconded by 

Kay.  Approved unanimously. 
 
3. Approval of minutes of the July 23, 2020 meeting:  Moved by Kay and seconded by Greg 

to approve the minutes as submitted.  Approved unanimously. 
 

4. Public participation:  Commissioner Jenks suggested a joint SAC and Parks and 
Recreation Advisory Board meeting and a joint SAC and Library Advisory Board meeting 
in the future when programming and services can be discussed.  Jim said it is likely that 
the new subcommittees will work with both boards and the Communication Committee 
as they pursue the recommendations from the UM Amenities & Lifestyle report. 

 
5. Oakland County Senior Advisory Council:  Shenise did not attend the meeting 

 
6. Items of Business 

 
A. Senior contact outreach initiative:  This item is tabled until further notice because 

the flyer that was to be distributed has some information on programs and services 
that are temporarily suspended. 

 
B. Recreation Center railing:  Amy said a contract has been signed to install a railing on 

the right side of the walkway and to be made of the same material as the railing at 
Burton School.  Sue Tanner and Gail Linden expressed concern that the other side of 
the walkway was better suited for a railing.  Amy explained the thought process 
behind her decision – there were pros and cons to either location and the contract 
has been signed for the right side of the walkway.  The Committee felt that a railing 
was going to be an improvement regardless of location. 



 
C. UM project reports:    

 Social and community services – Melissa, Chris, Lenny 
Lenny reviewed the notes taken from the subcommittee meeting and they are 
attached to the minutes.  He suggested that the order of the notes be rearranged 
so item II should be the first item, and item I should be the third section.  The main 
point was to create a full-time Professional Contact Liaison position and other 
seniors or students might be able to provide additional support.  They identified 
many opportunities to make contact with seniors initially.  Then seniors could be 
surveyed about their needs and interests and a plan could be developed that 
highlighted the City’s resources tailored to individual needs.  The subcommittee 
also brainstormed some programming and service ideas.  They will discuss further 
with Mary and Amy.  Next steps include drafting a job description for the full-time 
position and the survey to assess needs and interests.  They realized that funding 
for the position is a challenge.  They also discussed long-term infrastructure needs 
that could be addressed in section IV. 

 Transportation and mobility – Kay, Jim, Greg 
Jim reviewed the subcommittee report which is also attached.  They reviewed 
several of the UM recommendations:  Streetlights – the conversion to LED is being 
studied by the City.  The City Commission is considering  a 4000K and 3000K light 
fixture and are arranging a demonstration of both before the conversion will begin.  
Sidewalk network gap – the west side of Henley was identified in the UM report as a 
possible location for additional sidewalks but the subcommittee felt there was not 
enough space for a sidewalk.  Also suggested was a walkway from the dead end of 
Talbot directly to the Recreation Center.  There is a gate off of Talbot into the Burton 
Field so there is direct access to the Recreation Center already and a new sidewalk 
isn’t necessary.  Sidewalk snow removal – Jim will follow up with Claire on the 
process the DPW follows for snow removal.  Street signs – there are no plans for 
replacing the street signs at this time.   Perhaps the LED lighting will be helpful.  
Internal shuttle service – the subcommittee needs to identify if there is a need and 
whether a shuttle is feasible.  Expansion of SMART bus service – This also needs to 
be explored further with SMART.  Education and Communication – the 
subcommittee suggests that a dedicated page be created for the website on 
transportation options.  The information should also be shared in the newsletter and 
60+ Crowd. 
 
Claire suggested the subcommittees also take this opportunity during the pandemic 
to look at the layout of city buildings to see if more space can be dedicated to 
seniors. 
 

7. Project updates 
 

A. Senior/student interactions upcoming programs.  This item is tabled until further 
notice. 
 

B. HARP and concierge program:  There was no activity last month. 



 
8. Recreation Department and Library Programming Update:  Mary reported that Jen 

continues to make her daily reassurance calls.  The plexiglass shields on the bus are not 
adequate so the transportation program has not resumed.  The Hometown Herald is 
online and it contains many virtual and online programs.  The library is also continuing 
with online programs. 

 
9. Other business:  Lenny asked if there was development along 11 Mile, how it would be 

coordinated with Berkley since HW and Berkley share jurisdiction of the road.  Amy said 
that joint projects are possible like when 11 Mile was rebuilt.  Claire pointed out that 
Oak Park and Berkley are discussing a possible joint project on 11 Mile between 
Greenfield and Coolidge. 

 
10. Next meeting:  The meeting was rescheduled to September 24th. 

 
11. Meeting adjourned at 5:03 p.m. 

 
 


